It is my pleasure to assume the role of editor-inchief of this journal, starting with this first issue of Volume 9. My thanks go to my predecessor, Todd Rickets, for 4 years of informative and comprehensive coverage of hearing loss diagnosis, amplification, and aural rehabilitation. Senior editors King Chung and Benjamin Hornsby, the editorial board, and I will strive to continue publishing articles on topics of clinical interest with special emphasis on amplification and aural rehabilitation. We invite your suggestions for topics for future issues. Contact information appears in the "Instruction to the Authors."
This issue of Trends in Amplification is devoted to a tutorial on auditory neuropathy/auditory dys-synchrony (AN/AD). Reports of this hearing disorder first appeared in the early 1990s when evoked otoacoustic emissions testing became part of the diagnostic test battery. The combined use of tests of evoked otoacoustic emissions (EOAE) and of the auditory brainstem response (ABR) revealed that some individuals with apparently normal outer hair-cell function have abnormal or absent auditory brainstem-evoked potentials.
Although there is general agreement on how to diagnose AN/AD, there are many questions about the cause(s) of the disorder, the perceptual abilities of individuals with the disorder, and approaches to habilitation. We are fortunate in this issue to have an in-depth review of the topic by Gary Rance, an expert on the perceptual consequences of auditory neuropathy/auditory dys-synchrony. Rance provides a summary of current knowledge of the underlying causes of AN/AD and its audiologic and perceptual manifestations, emphasizing the importance of assessing auditory function on a case-by-case basis. He includes a thorough review and evaluation of the research on the benefits of hearing aids and cochlear implants to individuals diagnosed with the disorder. The tutorial should provide important information for clinicians and researchers alike.
Gary Rance is a senior lecturer at the University of Melbourne and the Director of Pediatric Audiology at the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital. He obtained both his Masters and PhD from the University of Melbourne. His research interests include auditory-evoked potential measurement, cochlear implant outcomes, and psychophysical investigation of perceptual abilities in hearing-impaired children, including children with auditory neuropathy/auditory dys-synchrony.
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